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This course pack was inspired by various comments I have heard along the lines of, "I 
agree climate change is a problem. It's a pity Judaism doesn't have much to say about
it." 

I am indebted to the work of Dr. Ellen F Davis, who outlines an agrarian reading of Tanakh 
in her book Scripture, Culture, and Agriculture (Cambridge University Press, 2009). I thank
my teachers at Hebrew College, and the friends, colleagues, and congregants who walk 
alongside me in the climate movement.

We are in decade zero. We are the first generation to feel the effects of climate change and the
last to be able to do anything about it.

~

"[The Climate Movement] is the fight for a new economy, a new energy system, a new 
democracy, a new relationship to the planet and to each other, for land, water, and food 
sovereignty, for Indigenous rights, for human rights and dignity for all people. When climate 
justice wins we win the world that we want. We can’t sit this one out, not because we have too
much to lose but because we have too much to gain. . . . We are bound together in this battle, 
not just for a reduction in the parts per million of CO2, but to transform our economies and 
rebuild a world that we want today.” 
~ Naomi Klein, This Changes Everything, quoting Miya Yoshitani of the Asian-Pacific 
Environmental Network
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SECTION I: THE BIBLICAL LAND ETHIC

Core Ideas:
• People (adam) are of the earth (adamah). Our core vocation is to maintain earth's fer-

tility. This agrarian reading is prevalent in Tanakh. 

• The health of the land is a direct measure of how well we are keeping our end of the
covenant with God.

• Our habitation on the land is conditional on the land's wellbeing, which is conditional
on our actions.

• In a climate context, we need to read "land of Israel" as a mythic symbol for the Earth
as a whole.

1)  Humanity's Vocation
• What do we learn from these texts about people's relationship to land, other creatures,

each other? About humanity's role and place in the world?

• Are you already familiar with the Genesis 1:27? How does its message turn out to
compare with the other texts? Why do you think Genesis 1:27 became so well known
even though it expresses an anomalous view among Biblical texts about human's role
in the world?

Genesis 1:27 So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he creat-
ed them; male and female he created them. 28 Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful 
and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, 
and all the animals that scurry along the ground.” 29 Then God said, “Look! I have given 
you every seed-bearing plant throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your food. 30 
And I have given every green plant as food for all the wild animals, the birds in the sky, and 
the small animals that scurry along the ground—everything that has life.” And that is what 
happened. 

ֹּאֶמר כז ַויְִּבָרא ֱאֹלִהים ׀ ֶאת־ָהָאָדם ְבַּצְלמֹו ְבֶּצֶלם ֱאֹלִהים ָבָּרא אֹתֹו זָָכר ּונְֵקָבה ָבָּרא אָֹתם:  כח ַויְָבֶרְך אָֹתם ֱאֹלִהים ַוי
ָלֶהם ֱאֹלִהים ְפּרּו ּוְרבּו ּוִמְלאּו ֶאת־ָהָאֶרץ ְוִכְבֻשָׁה ּוְרדּו ִבְּדגַת ַהיָּם ּוְבעֹוף ַהָשַּׁמיִם ּוְבָכל־ַחיָּה ָהרֶֹמֶשׂת ַעל־ָהָאֶרץ:

ֹּאֶמר ֱאֹלִהים ִהנֵּה נַָתִתּי ָלֶכם ֶאת־ָכּל־ֵעֶשׂב ׀ זֵֹרַע זֶַרע ֲאֶשׁר ַעל־ְפּנֵי ָכל־ָהָאֶרץ ְוֶאת־ָכּל־ָהֵעץ ֲאֶשׁר־ּבֹו ְפִרי־ֵעץ כט ַוי
זֵֹרַע זַָרע ָלֶכם יְִהיֶה ְלָאְכָלה:  ל ּוְלָכל־ַחיַּת ָהָאֶרץ ּוְלָכל־עֹוף ַהָשַּׁמיִם ּוְלכֹל ׀ רֹוֵמׂש ַעל־ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶשׁר־ּבֹו נֶֶפׁש ַחיָּה

ֶאת־ָכּל־יֶֶרק ֵעֶשׂב ְלָאְכָלה ַויְִהי־ֵכן

Genesis 2:15 The LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and guard/
watch over it. 

:טו ַויִַּקּח יְהָוֹה ֱאֹלִהים ֶאת־ָהָאָדם ַויַּנִֵּחהּו ְבגַן־ֵעֶדן ְלָעְבָדּה ּוְלָשְׁמָרּה 

Ecclesiastes Rabbah 7:13: When the Holy One create primordial Adam, the Holy One took 
Adam and toured around all the Garden of Eden and said to Adam, "Look at My works! 
How beautiful and praiseworthy they are! And everything I made, I created for you. Be 
careful [though] that you don’t spoil or destroy my world—because if you spoil it, there is 
nobody after you to fix it.”. 

יט א [י"ג]בשעה שברא הקב"ה את אדם הראשון נטלו והחזירו על כל אילני גן עדן ואמר לו ראה מעשי כמה נאים
ומשובחין הן וכל מה שבראתי בשבילך בראתי, תן דעתך שלא תקלקל ותחריב את עולמי, שאם קלקלת אין מי

,שיתקן אחריך
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• Psalm 104 is a very long psalm, with a lot of imagery about animals and nature. What 
do you notice in this excerpt about the role of people? Is there a hierarchy of creatures? 
If so, where in the hierarchy are we?

Psalm 104:13 You send rain on the mountains from your heavenly home, and you fill the
earth with the fruit of your labor. 14 You cause grass to grow for the livestock and plants for
people to use. You allow them to produce food from the earth— 15 wine to make them glad,
olive oil to soothe their skin, and bread to give them strength. 16 The trees of the LORD are
well cared for— the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. 17 There the birds make their nests,
and the storks make their homes in the cypresses. 18 High in the mountains live the wild
goats, and the rocks form a refuge for the hyraxes. 19 You made the moon to mark the sea-
sons, and the sun knows when to set. 20 You send the darkness, and it becomes night, when
all the forest animals prowl about. 21Then the young lions roar for their prey, stalking the
food provided by God. 22 At dawn they slink back into their dens to rest. 23 Then people go
off to their work, where they labor until evening. 24 O LORD, what a variety of things you
have made! In wisdom you have made them all. The earth is full of your creatures.

יד ַמְצִמיַח ָחִציר ׀ ַלְבֵּהָמה ְוֵעֶשׂב ַלֲעבַֹדת ָהָאָדם ְלהֹוִציא ֶלֶחםג ַמְשֶׁקה ָהִרים ֵמֲעִלּיֹוָתיו ִמְפִּרי ַמֲעֶשׂיָך ִתְּשַׂבּע ָהָאֶרץ:  
  טז יְִשְׂבּעּו ֲעֵצי יְהָֹוה ַאְרזֵי ְלָבנֹוןִמן־ָהָאֶרץ:  טו ְויַיִן ׀ יְַשַׂמּח ְלַבב־ֱאנֹוׁש ְלַהְצִהיל ָפּנִים ִמָשֶּׁמן ְוֶלֶחם ְלַבב־ֱאנֹוׁש יְִסָעד:

ֲאֶשׁר נָָטע:  יז ֲאֶשׁר־ָשׁם ִצֳפִּרים יְַקנֵּנּו ֲחִסיָדה ְבּרֹוִשׁים ֵבּיָתּה:  יח ָהִרים ַהגְּבִֹהים ַליְֵּעִלים ְסָלִעים ַמְחֶסה ַלְשַׁפנִּים:
ֲֹׁאגִים יט ָעָשׂה יֵָרַח ְלמֹוֲעִדים ֶשֶׁמׁש יַָדע ְמבֹואֹו:  כ ָתֶּשׁת חֶשְׁך ִויִהי ָליְָלה ּבֹו־ִתְרמֹׂש ָכּל־ַחיְתֹו־יַָער:  כא ַהְכִּפיִרים ש

 יֵֵצא ָאָדם ְלָפֳעלֹו ְוַלֲעבָֹדתֹו ֲעֵדי־ָעֶרב:ַלָטֶּרף ּוְלַבֵקּׁש ֵמֵאל ָאְכָלם:  כב ִתּזְַרח ַהֶשֶּׁמׁש יֵָאֵספּון ְוֶאל־ְמעֹונָֹתם יְִרָבּצּון:  כג
כד ָמה־ַרּבּו ַמֲעֶשׂיָך ׀ יְהָוה ֻכָּלּם ְבָּחְכָמה ָעִשׂיָת ָמְלָאה ָהָאֶרץ ִקנְיָנֶָך

• This text is where we get the well known words Ma Tovu. How is the blessing of the Is-
raelite people expressed? What images and metaphors?

Numbers 24:5 How beautiful are your tents, O Jacob; how lovely are your homes, O Israel!
6 They spread before me like palm groves, like gardens by the riverside. They are like tall
trees planted by the LORD, like cedars beside the waters. 7 Water will flow from their buck-
ets; their offspring have all they need...

ֹּת ֲעֵלי נָָהר ַכֲּאָהִלים נַָטע יְהָֹוה ַכֲּאָרזִים ֲעֵלי־ָמיִם: ֹּבּו אָֹהֶליָך יֲַעקֹב ִמְשְׁכּנֶֹתיָך יְִשָׂרֵאל:  ו ִכּנְָחִלים נִָטּיּו ְכּגַנ ה ַמה־ט
:ז יִזַּל־ַמיִם ִמָדְּליָו ְוזְַרעֹו ְבַּמיִם ַרִבּים ְויָרֹם ֵמֲאגַג ַמְלּכֹו ְוִתנֵַּשּׂא ַמְלֻכתֹו

- 3 -



2) Brit/Covenant
There are multiple passages throughout Tanakh that express the idea that when the people are
not living in accordance with mitzvot, the way they know it is through imbalance in the rains 
and the fertility of the land. The text that appears here is one of the most well-known exam-
ples of such a passage, and includes the text of the second paragraph of the Shema.

• In this text, what are the signs that people are following the mitzvot?
• What are the signs that they are not?

• What is translated here as "the LORD" is the mystical name יהוה, yud, hey, vav, hey. 
Without vowels sounds it like a breath. In direct translation it means something like Be-
ing or Existence or Is-Was-Will-Be. Reading the text with this understanding of LORD,
what changes for you?

Deuteronomy 11:10 For the land you are about to enter and take over is not like the land of 
Egypt from which you came, where you planted your seed and made irrigation ditches with 
your foot as in a vegetable garden.11 Rather, the land you will soon take over is a land of 
hills and valleys with plenty of rain— 12 a land that the LORD your God cares for. God 
watches over it through each season of the year! 13 “If you carefully obey the commands I 
am giving you today, and if you love the LORD your God and serve him with all your heart 
and soul,14 then he will send the rains in their proper seasons—the early and late rains—so 
you can bring in your harvests of grain, new wine, and olive oil. 15 God will give you lush 
pastureland for your livestock, and you yourselves will have all you want to eat. 16 “But be 
careful. Don’t let your heart be deceived so that you turn away from the LORD and serve 
and worship other gods. 17 If you do, the LORD ’s anger will burn against you. He will shut
up the sky and hold back the rain, and the ground will fail to produce its harvests. Then you 
will quickly die in that good land the LORD is giving you. 18 “So commit yourselves 
wholeheartedly to these words of mine. Tie them to your hands and wear them on your fore-
head as reminders. 19 Teach them to your children. Talk about them when you are at home 
and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up. 20 
Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 21 so that as long as the sky 
remains above the earth, you and your children may flourish in the land the LORD swore to 
give your ancestors. 

 י ִכּי ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶשׁר ַאָתּה ָבא־ָשָׁמּה ְלִרְשָׁתּּה ֹלא ְכֶאֶרץ ִמְצַריִם ִהוא ֲאֶשׁר יְָצאֶתם ִמָשּׁם ֲאֶשׁר ִתּזְַרע ֶאת־זְַרֲעָך ְוִהְשִׁקיָת
  ְבַרגְְלָך ְכּגַן ַהיָָּרק:  יא ְוָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶשׁר ַאֶתּם עְֹבִרים ָשָׁמּה ְלִרְשָׁתּּה ֶאֶרץ ָהִרים ּוְבָקעֹת ִלְמַטר ַהָשַּׁמיִם ִתְּשֶׁתּה־ָמּיִם:
 יב ֶאֶרץ ֲאֶשׁר־יְהָוֹה ֱאֹלֶהיָך דֵֹּרׁש אָֹתּה ָתִּמיד ֵעינֵי יְהָוֹה ֱאֹלֶהיָך ָבּּה ֵמֵרִשׁית ַהָשּׁנָה ְוַעד ַאֲחִרית ָשׁנָה: ס  יג ְוָהיָה
 ִאם־ָשׁמַֹע ִתְּשְׁמעּו ֶאל־ִמְצֹוַתי ֲאֶשׁר ָאנִֹכי ְמַצֶוּה ֶאְתֶכם ַהּיֹום ְלַאֲהָבה ֶאת־יְהָוֹה ֱאֹלֵהיֶכם ּוְלָעְבדֹו ְבָּכל־ְלַבְבֶכם
 ּוְבָכל־נְַפְשֶׁכם:  יד ְונַָתִתּי ְמַטר־ַאְרְצֶכם ְבִּעּתֹו יֹוֶרה ּוַמְלקֹוׁש ְוָאַסְפָתּ ְדגָנֶָך ְוִתירְֹשָׁך ְויְִצָהֶרָך:  טו ְונַָתִתּי ֵעֶשׂב ְבָּשְׂדָך
  ִלְבֶהְמֶתָּך ְוָאַכְלָתּ ְוָשָׂבְעָתּ:  טז ִהָשְּׁמרּו ָלֶכם ֶפּן־יְִפֶתּה ְלַבְבֶכם ְוַסְרֶתּם ַוֲעַבְדֶתּם ֱאֹלִהים ֲאֵחִרים ְוִהְשַׁתֲּחִויֶתם ָלֶהם:
 יז ְוָחָרה ַאף־יְהָֹוה ָבֶּכם ְוָעַצר ֶאת־ַהָשַּׁמיִם ְוֹלא־יְִהיֶה ָמָטר ְוָהֲאָדָמה ֹלא ִתֵתּן ֶאת־יְבּוָלּה ַוֲאַבְדֶתּם ְמֵהָרה ֵמַעל ָהָאֶרץ
ָֹּבה ֲאֶשׁר יְהָוֹה נֵֹתן ָלֶכם:  יח ְוַשְׂמֶתּם ֶאת־ְדָּבַרי ֵאֶלּה ַעל־ְלַבְבֶכם ְוַעל־נְַפְשֶׁכם ּוְקַשְׁרֶתּם אָֹתם ְלאֹות ַעל־יְֶדֶכם ְוָהיּו  ַהט
  ְלטֹוָטפֹת ֵבּין ֵעינֵיֶכם:  יט ְוִלַמְּדֶתּם אָֹתם ֶאת־ְבּנֵיֶכם ְלַדֵבּר ָבּם ְבִּשְׁבְתָּך ְבֵּביֶתָך ּוְבֶלְכְתָּך ַבֶדֶּרְך ּוְבָשְׁכְבָּך ּוְבקּוֶמָך:
 כ ּוְכַתְבָתּם ַעל־ְמזּוזֹות ֵבּיֶתָך ּוִבְשָׁעֶריָך:  כא ְלַמַען יְִרּבּו יְֵמיֶכם ִויֵמי ְבנֵיֶכם ַעל ָהֲאָדָמה ֲאֶשׁר נְִשַׁבּע יְהָוֹה ַלֲאבֵֹתיֶכם
:ָלֵתת ָלֶהם ִכּיֵמי ַהָשַּׁמיִם ַעל־ָהָאֶרץ
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3) Conditional Habitation and Shmita/The Sabbatical Year
• Whom do we know who rests on the seventh day?

• How might it change the way we think about land to learn it rests every seven years? 

• What are the social and theological implications of Leviticus 25:10 and 25:23?

Exodus 23:9 “You must not oppress foreigners. You know what it’s like to be a foreigner,
for you yourselves were once foreigners in the land of Egypt. 10 “Plant and harvest your
crops for six years, 11 but let the land be renewed and lie uncultivated during the seventh
year. Then let the poor among you harvest whatever grows on its own. Leave the rest for
wild animals to eat. The same applies to your vineyards and olive groves. 12 “You have six
days each week for your ordinary work, but on the seventh day you must stop working. This
gives your ox and your donkey a chance to rest. It also allows your slaves and the foreigners
living among you to be refreshed.

ט ְוגֵר ֹלא ִתְלָחץ ְוַאֶתּם יְַדְעֶתּם ֶאת־נֶֶפׁש ַהגֵּר ִכּי־גִֵרים ֱהיִיֶתם ְבֶּאֶרץ ִמְצָריִם:  י ְוֵשׁׁש ָשׁנִים ִתּזְַרע ֶאת־ַאְרֶצָך ְוָאַסְפָתּ
ֹּאַכל ַחיַּת ַהָשֶּׂדה ֵכּן־ַתֲּעֶשׂה ְלַכְרְמָך ְלזֵיֶתָך: ֶאת־ְתּבּוָאָתּה:  יא ְוַהְשִּׁביִעת ִתְּשְׁמֶטנָּה ּונְַטְשָׁתּּה ְוָאְכלּו ֶאְביֹנֵי ַעֶמָּך ְויְִתָרם ת

ֹּת ְלַמַען יָנּוַח ׁשֹוְרָך ַוֲחמֶֹרָך ְויִנֵָּפׁש ֶבּן־ֲאָמְתָך ְוַהגֵּר :יב ֵשֶׁשׁת יִָמים ַתֲּעֶשׂה ַמֲעֶשׂיָך ּוַבּיֹום ַהְשִּׁביִעי ִתְּשׁב

Leviticus 25:1 While Moses was on Mount Sinai, the LORD said to him, 2 “Give the fol-
lowing instructions to the people of Israel. When you have entered the land I am giving you,
the land itself must observe a Sabbath rest before the LORD every seventh year. 3 For six
years you may plant your fields and prune your vineyards and harvest your crops, 4 but dur-
ing the seventh year the land must have a Sabbath year of complete rest. It is the LORD ’s
Sabbath. Do not plant your fields or prune your vineyards during that year. 5 And don’t
store away the crops that grow on their own or gather the grapes from your unpruned vines.
The land must have a year of complete rest. 6 But you may eat whatever the land produces
on its own during its Sabbath. This applies to you, your male and female servants, your
hired workers, and the temporary residents who live with you. 7 Your livestock and the wild
animals in your land will also be allowed to eat what the land produces. 8 “In addition, you
must count off seven Sabbath years, seven sets of seven years, adding up to forty-nine years
in all. 9 Then on the Day of Atonement in the fiftieth year, blow the ram’s horn loud and
long throughout the land. 10 Set this year apart as holy, a time to proclaim freedom through-
out the land for all who live there. It will be a jubilee year for you, when each of you may
return to the land that belonged to your ancestors and return to your own clan...23 The land
shall not be sold forever; for the land is Mine, you are strangers and sojourners with Me.

א ַויְַדֵבּר יְהָוֹה ֶאל־מֶֹשׁה ְבַּהר ִסינַי ֵלאמֹר:  ב ַדֵּבּר ֶאל־ְבּנֵי יְִשָׂרֵאל ְוָאַמְרָתּ ֲאֵלֶהם ִכּי ָתבֹאּו ֶאל־ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶשׁר ֲאנִי נֵֹתן 
ָלֶכם ְוָשְׁבָתה ָהָאֶרץ ַשָׁבּת ַליהָוֹה:  ג ֵשׁׁש ָשׁנִים ִתּזְַרע ָשֶׂדָך ְוֵשׁׁש ָשׁנִים ִתּזְמֹר ַכְּרֶמָך ְוָאַסְפָתּ ֶאת־ְתּבּוָאָתּה:  ד ּוַבָשּׁנָה
ַהְשִּׁביִעת ַשַׁבּת ַשָׁבּתֹון יְִהיֶה ָלָאֶרץ ַשָׁבּת ַליהָוֹה ָשְׂדָך ֹלא ִתזְָרע ְוַכְרְמָך ֹלא ִתזְמֹר:  ה ֵאת ְסִפיַח ְקִציְרָך ֹלא ִתְקצֹור
ְוֶאת־ִענְֵּבי נְזִיֶרָך ֹלא ִתְבצֹר ְשׁנַת ַשָׁבּתֹון יְִהיֶה ָלָאֶרץ:  ו ְוָהיְָתה ַשַׁבּת ָהָאֶרץ ָלֶכם ְלָאְכָלה ְלָך ּוְלַעְבְדָּך ְוַלֲאָמֶתָך

ְוִלְשִׂכיְרָך ּוְלתֹוָשְׁבָך ַהגִָּרים ִעָמְּך:  ז ְוִלְבֶהְמְתָּך ְוַלַחיָּה ֲאֶשׁר ְבַּאְרֶצָך ִתְּהיֶה ָכל־ְתּבּוָאָתּה ֶלֱאכֹל: ס  ח ְוָסַפְרָתּ ְלָך ֶשַׁבע
ַשְׁבּתֹת ָשׁנִים ֶשַׁבע ָשׁנִים ֶשַׁבע ְפָּעִמים ְוָהיּו ְלָך יְֵמי ֶשַׁבע ַשְׁבּתֹת ַהָשּׁנִים ֵתַּשׁע ְוַאְרָבִּעים ָשׁנָה:  ט ְוַהֲעַבְרָתּ ׁשֹוַפר

ְתּרּוָעה ַבּחֶֹדׁש ַהְשִּׁבִעי ֶבָּעׂשֹור ַלחֶֹדׁש ְבּיֹום ַהִכֻּפִּרים ַתֲּעִבירּו ׁשֹוָפר ְבָּכל־ַאְרְצֶכם:  י ְוִקַדְּשֶׁתּם ֵאת ְשׁנַת ַהֲחִמִשּׁים ָשׁנָה
:ּוְקָראֶתם ְדּרֹור ָבָּאֶרץ ְלָכל־יְֹשֶׁביָה יֹוֵבל ִהוא ִתְּהיֶה ָלֶכם ְוַשְׁבֶתּם ִאיׁש ֶאל־ֲאֻחזָּתֹו ְוִאיׁש ֶאל־ִמְשַׁפְּחּתֹו ָתֻּשׁבּו

:כג ְוָהָאֶרץ ֹלא ִתָמֵּכר ִלְצִמֻתת ִכּי־ִלי ָהָאֶרץ ִכּי־גִֵרים ְותֹוָשִׁבים ַאֶתּם ִעָמִּדי
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• What happens if we don't keep Shmita/Sabbatical Year according to the following text?
What are the implications about our relationship to the land?

Leviticus 26:32 [If you don't obey Me]...Yes, I myself will devastate your land, and your
enemies who come to occupy it will be appalled at what they see. 33 I will scatter you
among the nations and bring out my sword against you. Your land will become desolate, and
your cities will lie in ruins. 34 Then at last the land will enjoy its neglected Sabbath years as
it lies desolate while you are in exile in the land of your enemies. Then the land will finally
rest and enjoy the Sabbaths it missed. 35 As long as the land lies in ruins, it will enjoy the
rest you never allowed it to take every seventh year while you lived in it. 

ִֹּתי ֲאנִי ֶאת־ָהָאֶרץ ְוָשֲׁממּו ָעֶליָה אֹיְֵביֶכם ַהּיְשִׁבים ָבּּה:  לג ְוֶאְתֶכם ֱאזֶָרה ַבּגֹויִם ַוֲהִריקִֹתי ַאֲחֵריֶכם ָחֶרב לב ַוֲהִשׁמ
ְוָהיְָתה ַאְרְצֶכם ְשָׁמָמה ְוָעֵריֶכם יְִהיּו ָחְרָבּה:  לד ָאז ִתְּרֶצה ָהָאֶרץ ֶאת־ַשְׁבּתֶֹתיָה כֹּל יְֵמי ָהַשָּׁמּה ְוַאֶתּם ְבֶּאֶרץ אֹיְֵביֶכם ָאז
ֹּת ֵאת ֲאֶשׁר ֹלא־ָשְׁבָתה ְבַּשְׁבּתֵֹתיֶכם ְבִּשְׁבְתֶּכם ָעֶליָה :ִתְּשַׁבּת ָהָאֶרץ ְוִהְרָצת ֶאת־ַשְׁבּתֶֹתיָה:  לה ָכּל־יְֵמי ָהַשָּׁמּה ִתְּשׁב

SECTION II: CLIMATE CHANGE IN JEWISH TEXTS

Core Ideas:
• Our sacred texts have much to teach us that is relevant to the climate crisis.

• Climate change is a social justice issue when viewed through a Jewish lens.

1) The Return of Chaos
• What has happened between Genesis 1 and Jeremiah 4? Why do you think it 

happened?

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was form-
less and empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering
over the surface of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.

א ְבֵּראִשׁית ָבָּרא ֱאֹלִהים ֵאת ַהָשַּׁמיִם ְוֵאת ָהָאֶרץ:  ב ְוָהָאֶרץ ָהיְָתה תֹהּו ָובֹהּו ְוחֶשְׁך ַעל־ְפּנֵי ְתהֹום ְורּוַח ֱאֹלִהים
ֹּאֶמר ֱאֹלִהים יְִהי־אֹור ַויְִהי־אֹור :ְמַרֶחֶפת ַעל־ְפּנֵי ַהָמּיִם:  ג ַוי

Jeremiah 4:23 I looked at the earth, and it was empty and formless. I looked at the heavens,
and there was no light. 24 I looked at the mountains and hills, and they trembled and shook.
25 I looked, and all the people were gone. All the birds of the sky had flown away. 26 I
looked, and the fertile fields had become a wilderness. The towns lay in ruins, crushed by
the LORD’s fierce anger. 27 This is what the LORD says: “The whole land will be ruined,
but I will not destroy it completely. 28 The earth will mourn and the heavens will be draped
in black because of my decree against my people. I have made up my mind and will not
change it.” 

  כד ָרִאיִתי ֶהָהִרים ְוִהנֵּה רֲֹעִשׁים ְוָכל־ַהגְָּבעֹותְוִהנֵּה־תֹהּו ָובֹהּו ְוֶאל־ַהָשַּׁמיִם ְוֵאין אֹוָרם:כג ָרִאיִתי ֶאת־ָהָאֶרץ 
ִהְתַקְלָקלּו:  כה ָרִאיִתי ְוִהנֵּה ֵאין ָהָאָדם ְוָכל־עֹוף ַהָשַּׁמיִם נָָדדּו:  כו ָרִאיִתי ְוִהנֵּה ַהַכְּרֶמל ַהִמְּדָבּר ְוָכל־ָעָריו נְִתּצּו ִמְפּנֵי
יְהָֹוה ִמְפּנֵי ֲחרֹון ַאּפֹו:  כז ִכּי־כֹה ָאַמר יְהָֹוה ְשָׁמָמה ִתְהיֶה ָכּל־ָהָאֶרץ ְוָכָלה ֹלא ֶאֱעֶשׂה:  כח ַעל־זֹאת ֶתֱּאַבל ָהָאֶרץ

ִֹּתי ְוֹלא נִַחְמִתּי ְוֹלא־ָאׁשּוב ִמֶמּנָּה :ְוָקְדרּו ַהָשַּׁמיִם ִמָמַּעל ַעל ִכּי־ִדַבְּרִתּי זַמ
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• What do the boundaries of the sea stand for in the following text? How might that 
change the way we interpret rising sea levels?

Jeremiah 5:21 Listen, you foolish and senseless people, with eyes that do not see and ears
that do not hear. 22 Have you no respect for me? Why don’t you tremble in my presence? I,
the LORD, define the ocean’s sandy shoreline as an everlasting boundary that the waters
cannot cross. The waves may toss and roar, but they can never pass the boundaries I set. 23
But my people have stubborn and rebellious hearts. They have turned away and abandoned
me.

נְֻאם־יְהָוֹה ֹלא־ִתיָראּו ַהאֹוִתי כב יְִשָׁמעּו: ְוֹלא ָלֶהם ָאזְנַיִם יְִראּו ְוֹלא ָלֶהם ֵעינַיִם ֵלב ְוֵאין ָסָכל ַעם זֹאת ִשְׁמעּו־נָא כא
יַַעְבֻרנְהּו: ְוֹלא גַָלּיו ְוָהמּו יּוָכלּו ְוֹלא ַויְִּתגֲָּעׁשּו יַַעְבֶרנְהּו ְוֹלא ָחק־עֹוָלם ַליָּם גְּבּול חֹול ֲאֶשׁר־ַשְׂמִתּי ָתִחילּו ֹלא ִמָפּנַי ִאם
:כג ְוָלָעם ַהזֶּה ָהיָה ֵלב סֹוֵרר ּומֹוֶרה ָסרּו ַויֵֵּלכּו

• Noah's flood is perhaps the most apt Bible story we have about climate change. How
do you make sense of God's covenant in Genesis 8:21-22? 

• Whom does God make the covenant with in Genesis 9:11-12? How does that speak to
us today?

Genesis 8:21 And the LORD was pleased with the aroma of the sacrifice and said to him-
self, “I will never again curse the ground because of the human race, even though every-
thing they think or imagine is bent toward evil from childhood. I will never again destroy all
living things. 22 As long as the earth remains, there will be planting and harvest, cold and
heat, summer and winter, day and night.”

ֹּאֶמר יְהָֹוה ֶאל־ִלּבֹו ֹלא אִֹסף ְלַקֵלּל עֹוד ֶאת־ָהֲאָדָמה ַבֲּעבּור ָהָאָדם ִכּי יֵֶצר ֵלב ָהָאָדם א ַויַָּרח יְהָוֹה ֶאת־ֵריַח ַהנִּיחַֹח ַוי
ַרע ִמנְֻּעָריו ְוֹלא־אִֹסף עֹוד ְלַהּכֹות ֶאת־ָכּל־ַחי ַכֲּאֶשׁר ָעִשׂיִתי:  כב עֹד ָכּל־יְֵמי ָהָאֶרץ זֶַרע ְוָקִציר ְוקֹר ָוחֹם ְוַקיִץ ָוחֶֹרף

ֹּתּו :ְויֹום ָוַליְָלה ֹלא יְִשׁב

Genesis 9:11 Yes, I am confirming my covenant with you. Never again will floodwaters kill
all living creatures; never again will a flood destroy the earth.” 12 Then God said, “I am
giving you a sign of my covenant with you and with all living creatures, for all generations
to come.

ֹּאֶמר יא ַוֲהִקמִֹתי ֶאת־ְבִּריִתי ִאְתֶּכם ְוֹלא־יִָכֵּרת ָכּל־ָבָּשׂר עֹוד ִמֵמּי ַהַמּּבּול ְוֹלא־יְִהיֶה עֹוד ַמּבּול ְלַשֵׁחת ָהָאֶרץ:  יב ַוי
:ֱאֹלִהים זֹאת אֹות־ַהְבִּרית ֲאֶשׁר־ֲאנִי נֵֹתן ֵבּינִי ּוֵבינֵיֶכם ּוֵבין ָכּל־נֶֶפׁש ַחיָּה ֲאֶשׁר ִאְתֶּכם ְלדֹרֹת עֹוָלם
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2) Responsibility
• What moral values do we hear expressed in these texts?

• How might the text help us cultivate motivation, spiritual resilience, and action?

• What is at risk in the text? Where does power lie? Where does responsibility lie?

Genesis 6:9: This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous man, the
only blameless person living in his generation, and he walked closely with God.

:ט ֵאֶלּה ּתֹוְלדֹת נַֹח נַֹח ִאיׁש ַצִדּיק ָתִּמים ָהיָה ְבּדֹרָֹתיו ֶאת־ָהֱאֹלִהים ִהְתַהֶלְּך־נַֹח 

 The Kedushat Levi, 18th c. Hasidic Masker, looking closely at Noah being called a tzad-
dik, a righteous person: "There is a kind of tzaddik who serve God, but is so lowly in her 
own eyes that she thinks to herself, "Who am I to pray for God to reverse God's bad de-
cree?" and therefore she doesn't pray. Now even though Noah was a great and blameless 
tzaddik, he was very small in his own eyes and did not have faith that he was a powerful 
tzaddik with the ability to annul the decree of the flood."

ויש צדיק אחר שעובד הבורא ברוך הוא, והוא שפל בעיני עצמו מאוד ומאוד ,וחושב על לבו,' מי אני שאתפלל
לבטל הגזירה.' לכן, אינו מתפלל לבטל.... ונח הגם שהיה צדיק גדול ותמים, היה קטן בעיניו מאוד, ולא היתה לו

.אמונה בעצמו שהוא צדיק מושל ויכול לבטל הגזירה

Zohar Chadash, Sulam ed. 113-119: When Noah came out of the ark, he saw the world 
completely destroyed. He began crying and said, "God, how could you have done this? Why
did you destroy your world?" God replied, "Now you ask me? And when I said, 'All flesh 
will end' you went into the house of study and didn't do anything to fix that generation of 
yours!" In contrast to that, when God told Abraham that God would destroy Sodom and 
Amorrah, Avraham stood before God and tried to save the wicked people of the city.

כתוב בזוהר שבשעה שיצא נח מן התיבה ראה עולם חרב , התחיל לבכות ואמר לקב'ה מה עשית? מדוע החרבת 
את עולמך? אמר לו הקב'ה : עכשיו אתה שואל? וכאשר אמרתי לך "קץ כל בשר בא לפניי" נכנסת לבית המדרש 

ולא עשית דבר לתקן את הדור שלך.

לעומת זאת אברהם כאשר הקב'ה אומר לו שהוא רוצה להשמיד את סדום , אברהם עומד לפני ה' ומנסה להציל 
ֹּאַמר ַהַאף ִתְּסֶפּה ַצִדּיק ִעם ָרָשׁע:אּוַלי יֵׁש ֲחִמִשּׁים ַצִדּיִקם ְבּתֹוְך ָהִעיר  את אנשי סדום הרשעים : "ַויִּגַּׁש ַאְבָרָהם ַוי

ַהַאף ִתְּסֶפּה ְוֹלא ִתָשּׂא ַלָמּקֹום ְלַמַען ֲחִמִשּׁים ַהַצִּדּיִקם ֲאֶשׁר ְבִּקְרָבּּה"{בראשית יח}.
Avot de Rabbi Nathan, 31b: Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai ... used to say: “If you have a 
sapling in your hand, and someone should say to you that the Messiah has come, stay and 
complete the planting, and then go to greet the Messiah.” 

הוא היה אומר (רבן יוחנן בן זכאי) אם היתה הנטיעה בתוך ידך ויאמרו לך הרי משיח בא, נטע את הנטיעה"
ואח"כ צא והקבילו". (אבות דרבי נתן, פרק לא)

Leviticus Rabba 4:6: A man in a boat began to drill a hole under his seat. His fellow 
passengers protested. "What concern is it of yours?" he responded. "I am making a hole 
under my seat, not yours." They replied: "That is so, but when the water comes in it will 
sink the whole boat and we will all drown." 

תני רשב"י משל לבני אדם שהיו יושבין בספינה נטל אחד מהן מקדח והתחיל קודח תחתיו אמרו לו חבריו מה   
אתה יושב ועושה אמר להם מה אכפת לכם לא תחתי אני קודח אמרו לו שהמים עולין ומציפין עלינו את הספינה
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3) Links to Specific Aspects of Climate Change
• In these texts, we find well–known Biblical and Rabbinic injunctions paired with the 

the aspect of climate change they speak to. 

• What does the text ask us to consider or agitate us to do?

The Talmud Ta'anit 23a: Once the sage, Choni, was 
walking along a road, he saw a man planting a carob 
tree. Choni asked him: "How long will it take for this 
tree to bear fruit?" "Seventy years," replied the man. 
Choni then asked: "Are you so healthy a man that you 
expect to live that length of time and eat its fruit?" The 
man answered: "I found a fruitful world because my 
ancestors planted it for me. Likewise, I am planting for 
my children."

"I am certain that all of us 
harbor more love than we are 
currently expressing toward the
future of our children and our 
planet." - Christina Figueres, 
senior UN climate change offical

יומא חד הוה אזל באורחא, חזייה לההוא גברא דהוה נטע חרובא, אמר
ליה: האי, עד כמה שנין טעין? אמר ליה: עד שבעין שנין. אמר ליה:
פשיטא לך דחיית שבעין שנין? אמר ליה: האי [גברא] עלמא בחרובא

.אשכחתיה, כי היכי דשתלי לי אבהתי שתלי נמי לבראי

Sefer HaChinuch 529; 13th Century: "Righteous people 
... do not waste in this world even a mustard seed. They 
become sorrowful with every wasteful and destructive act 
that they see, and if they can, they use all their strength to 
save everything possible from destruction. But the wicked 
... rejoice in the destruction of the world, just as they destroy
themselves." 

Natural gas leaks are 
dangerous, and exacerbate 
climate change. Methane is a
potent greenhouse gas, 30 
times CO2 over 100 years. 
Plus, enough gas has escaped
infrastructure since 2010 to 
heat 170,000 homes for a 
year. -www.hcn.com, June 9, 
2015

וזהו דרך החסידים ואנשי מעשה אוהבים שלום ושמחים בטוב הבריות
ומקרבים אותן לתורה. ולא יאבדו אפילו גרגיר של חרדל בעולם, ויצר
עליהם בכל אבדֹון והשחתה שיראו, ואם יוכלו להציל, יצילו כל דבר

מהשחית בכל כחם. ולא כן הרשעים, אחיהם של מזיקים שמחים מהשחתת
עולם, והמה משחיתים את עצמם–  במידה שאדם מודד בה, מודדין לו

Exodus 20:13, Deuterono-
my 5:17 Do not murder...
Do not steal.

New Zealand bishops asked what the commandment
“Thou shalt not kill” means when “twenty percent of the
world’s population consumes resources at a rate that robs
the poor nations and future generations of what they need
to survive”. Laudato Si ¶95יג ֹלא ִתְרַצח ... ֹלא ִתגְנֹב :
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Genesis 9:9-10: "As for Me, I am going to 
establish My covenant with you and with 
your descendants after you, and with every 
living being in your care – the birds, the 
beasts, and all the land animals in your 
care – all who have gone out of the ark, all 
earth’s animals."

The rapid nature of climate change is likely 
to exceed the ability of many species to 
migrate or adjust. Experts predict that one-
fourth of Earth’s species will be headed for 
extinction by 2050 if the warming trend 
continues at its current rate. - 
www.nature.org

ט ַוֲאנִי ִהנְנִי ֵמִקים ֶאת־ְבִּריִתי ִאְתֶּכם ְוֶאת־זְַרֲעֶכם 
ַאֲחֵריֶכם:  י ְוֵאת ָכּל־נֶֶפׁש ַהַחיָּה ֲאֶשׁר ִאְתֶּכם ָבּעֹוף

ַבְּבֵּהָמה ּוְבָכל־ַחיַּת ָהָאֶרץ ִאְתֶּכם ִמכֹּל יְֹצֵאי ַהֵתָּבה ְלכֹל
:ַחיַּת ָהָאֶרץ

Ezekiel 34:18 Isn’t it enough for you to keep the best of the
pastures for yourselves? Must you also trample down the
rest? Isn’t it enough for you to drink clear water for your-
selves? Must you also muddy the rest with your feet? 19
Why must my flock eat what you have trampled down and
drink water you have fouled? 20 “Therefore, this is what the
Sovereign LORD says: I will surely judge between the fat
sheep and the scrawny sheep. 21 For you fat sheep pushed
and butted and crowded my sick and hungry flock until you
scattered them to distant lands. 22 So I will rescue my flock,
and they will no longer be abused. I will judge between one
animal of the flock and another. 

 

Typhoon Haiyan has left an 
estimated 10,000 dead and 
hundreds of thousands 
homeless in the Philippines. 
And it has once again 
underscored for many 
development experts a cruel
truth about climate change:
It will hit the world’s 
poorest the hardest.

Carbon emissions..., are
correlated with income. The
Philippines emits 0.9 metric
tons of carbon per capita.
The United States emits
17.6.

יח ַהְמַעט ִמֶכּם ַהִמְּרֶעה ַהּטֹוב ִתְּרעּו ְויֶֶתר ִמְרֵעיֶכם ִתְּרְמסּו ְבַּרגְֵליֶכם
ֹּׂשּון:  יט ְוצֹאנִי ִמְרַמס ּוִמְשַׁקע־ַמיִם ִתְּשּׁתּו ְוֵאת ַהּנֹוָתִרים ְבַּרגְֵליֶכם ִתְּרפ
ֹּה ָאַמר ֲאדֹנָי יְהִֹוה ַרגְֵליֶכם ִתְּרֶעינָה ּוִמְרַפּׂש ַרגְֵליֶכם ִתְּשֶׁתּינָה:  כ ָלֵכן כ

ֲאֵליֶהם ִהנְנִי־ָאנִי ְוָשַׁפְטִתּי ֵבּין־ֶשׂה ִבְריָה ּוֵבין ֶשׂה ָרזָה:  כא יַַען ְבַּצד ּוְבָכֵתף
ֹּפּו ּוְבַקְרנֵיֶכם ְתּנַגְּחּו ָכּל־ַהנְַּחלֹות ַעד ֲאֶשׁר ֲהִפיצֹוֶתם אֹוָתנָה ֶאל־ַהחּוָצה: ֶתְּהד

:כב ְוהֹוַשְׁעִתּי ְלצֹאנִי ְוֹלא־ִתְהיֶינָה עֹוד ָלַבז ְוָשַׁפְטִתּי ֵבּין ֶשׂה ָלֶשׂה
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Leviticus 19:16 “Do not spread slanderous gossip among your
people. “Do not stand idly by when your neighbor’s life is threat-

ened/do not stand upon the blood of your neighbor. I am the
LORD . 17 “Do not nurse hatred in your heart for any of your rel-
atives. Confront people directly so you will not be held guilty for
their sin. 18 “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against a fel-

low Israelite, but love your neighbor as yourself.

 Small island nations
are already sinking,

their people are losing
their land, their homes,
their history to rising
sea levels caused by

human pollution. And
it's not happening in
the future, they are
drowning right now.

Because they are so
small and in such crisis,
they can't afford to even
send a full team to the

UN negotiations.

טז ֹלא־ֵתֵלְך ָרִכיל ְבַּעֶמּיָך ֹלא ַתֲעמֹד ַעל־ַדּם ֵרֶעָך ֲאנִי יְהָוֹה:  יז ֹלא־ִתְשׂנָא ֶאת־ָאִחיָך 
ֹּם ְוֹלא־ִתטֹּר ִבְּלָבֶבָך הֹוֵכַח ּתֹוִכיַח ֶאת־ֲעִמיֶתָך ְוֹלא־ִתָשּׂא ָעָליו ֵחְטא:  יח ֹלא־ִתק

:ֶאת־ְבּנֵי ַעֶמָּך ְוָאַהְבָתּ ְלֵרֲעָך ָכּמֹוָך ֲאנִי יְהָוֹה

SECTION III: EXCERPTS FROM THE INTERFAITH CLIMATE MOVEMENT

Core Ideas:
• Our traditions' moral and prophetic voices compel us to take leadership on climate.

• There are spiritual and emotional tools we can use to sustain us as we face the crisis

Very selected texts
There is an entire body of literature speaking in religious or spiritual language about the cli-
mate crisis. There is the Rabbinic Letter on Climate Change, The Islamic Declaration on
Global Climate Change, and Pope Francis' Encyclical Laudato Si. There are countless move-
ments, leaders and writers speaking in their own voices. Collected here are a tiny selection of
texts that have been formative for me.

• What inspires you or catches your eye in these excerpts?

• How could your religiosity or faith or spirit – however you identify it – support and in-
spire you in working on the climate crisis?

Pope Francis: We require a new and universal solidarity. As the bishops of Southern Africa
have stated: “Everyone’s talents and involvement are needed to redress the damage caused 
by human abuse of God’s creation”. All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the 
care of creation, each according to his or her own culture, experience, involvements and tal-
ents. ¶14

OurVoices.net: As people of faith and belief we feel a personal and collective sense of love
and responsibility for the wellbeing of our 7 billion global neighbours and for nature itself. 
This the heart of OurVoices. Make no mistake. Climate change is not just an environmental 
problem. It is a humanitarian and development emergency, and it's already affecting many 
vulnerable communities. This is why, as people of faith, we believe that climate change is a 
moral issue. OurVoices was started to lift up the desire for action from the world’s people of
faith. We have never been needed more.
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Rev. Fred Small: People of faith by and large have banned Styrofoam from coffee hour, 
changed our lightbulbs, upgraded our boilers, held Earth Day services, and developed 
ecology curricula for children’s religious education.  Some of our houses of worship even 
have solar panels on the roof. All virtuous. All harmless as doves. Personal and 
congregational responsibility is essential.  But it’s not enough.  It will never shift the balance
of power from corporate domination to authentic democracy. It leads us away from 
confrontation with what St. Paul called the powers and principalities and towards an ethos 
of personal purity. We must be personally responsible.  We must green our congregations.  
And we must move beyond the four walls of the church, the temple, the mosque, the 
ashram, and the sangha into the voting booth, into the legislative councils, into the corridors 
of power. This democracy—flawed, distorted, corrupted by the corrosive influence of big 
money—this imperfect democracy is still ours by right, and it will be ours in fact if and only
if we claim it, only if we demand it, only if we do the hard, inglorious, mud-stained, 
frustrating, essential work of organizing.

Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas: I’d like to offer a 3-part framework for the heart, a way of
“holding” the climate crisis in a way that helps us to respond wisely and creatively to the
challenges we face. We begin with an awakened heart. What is an awakened heart? It is a
heart that is more and more deeply, more and more frequently, more and more consciously
attuned to love. A person with an awakened heart is someone whose heart is repeatedly
touched by a boundless love that seems to well up from nowhere or that unexpectedly shines
out in the world around... 
As we walk forward with awakened hearts we experience a broken heart. Of course none of
us wants to move into this second stage of the journey, and there are many reasons we fear
and repress our grief. No one is exempt from it, because we’re part of the whole, and the
suffering that goes on in one place ripples out across the planet. As you consider the
suffering caused by climate change, where do you feel the grief? What are the tears you
need to shed? What is breaking your heart?... 
Now we want to express what I’m calling a radiant heart. We want our lives to bear witness 
in tangible ways to the love that has set us free... There is nothing more joyful than to find a 
great purpose in life, or, rather, to let a great purpose find you. When we find something big 
enough to live for, something big enough perhaps to die for, we tap into a wellspring of joy.

Minister Mariama White-Hammond: If you are here tonight because you believe that
people in coastal regions like Cape Cod and island nations, like Curacao, deserve a chance
to remain in the land of their ancestors, say Amen. If you are here tonight because you be-
lieve that the profits of fossil fuel corporations should not come before the lives of indige-
nous peoples, say Amen. If you are here tonight, because you believe that workers shouldn’t
have to choose between inhaling toxic chemicals and feeding their families, say Amen. If
you believe that massive over consumption should not jeopardize the lives of current 
and future generations, say Amen. If you are answering this call with your body and 
soul, with your faith and your finances, with your prayers and your protest, with you 
head and your heart, say Amen!
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Rabbi Rachel Saphire: So as we prepare to engage in this decisionmaking process for our 
state’s energy future, we bring the tools of our sacred journey: our clear moral compass and 
the moral and social justice messages so powerfully articulated by the Pope in his 
encyclical.  People say that energy policy and the energy landscape are too complicated for 
average people to understand, that it’s a matter of SRECS,  megawatts, decatherms, load 
duration curves... But there are some things that are simple.  We can make a choice to invest
in the natural, sustainable, renewable gifts of our planet.  And we can make sure the benefits
extend and are accessible to all our communities. What is perfectly clear is what we already 
know from our rich religious and spiritual traditions.  These clear moral principles can be 
found even in the complexity of the energy landscape and choices we need to make.We can 
see a clear vision of the world we want to create. So in many ways, it’s not 
complicated:  these are our values!

Rabbi Shoshana Friedman: We as Jews care about the neighbor, the stranger, and l'dor
va'dor, the continuity of generations; we care about Israel with her fragile ecology, and
those great lowlying Jewish lands of Manhattan and Florida that are at risk from rising seas.
We care about the sick, the hungry, and the vulnerable among human beings and animals. So
we care about climate. This work ultimately brings us together, as Jews, as Americans, as
global citizens. We belong in this movement together... I don't know if we will win, if we
will keep warming under 2 degrees Celcius or be able to deal with the consequences of even
that much warming, but I know that being part of the resistence is holy and obligatory work.
It is the tremendous opportunity of those of us living right now, in the first generation to feel
the affects of climate change and the last to be able to do anything about it.

Books Consulted
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the Environment, ed. Rabbi David E. Stein, Shomrei Adamah, ©1991.
A Sand County Almanac And Sketches Here and There, by Aldo Leopold,
Oxford University Press, ©1949.
Scripture, Culture, and Agriculture: An Agrarian Reading of the Bible, by Ellen
F. Davis, Cambridge University Press, ©2009.
Torah of the Earth: Exploring 4,000 Years of Ecology in Jewish Thought, vol.1
ed. Rabbi Arthur Waskow, Jewish Lights Publishing, © 2000.
This Changes Everything: Capitalism v. The Climate, by Naomi Klein, Simon &
Schuster Paperbacks, ©2014.
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The next time someone asks you why you, as a Jew, work for climate justice,
here are a few ideas of what to say!

• L'Chayyim! To Life! Judaism values protecting life. Climate change threatens
life on Earth as we know it. Fighting for climate justice is a Jewish value.

• L'dor vaDor: From Generation to Generation. Jewish prayer calls on us to 
praise God and live meaningfully from from one generation to the next. 
Climate change threatens the ability of future generations to live and thrive. 
Fighting for climate justice is a Jewish value.

• Zocher haBrit: Remembering the Covenant. The Torah teaches us that the 
health of our land is the clearest sign of how well we are keeping our covenant
with God. Climate change is a breach of our covenant to care for the land so 
that we may live well upon it. Fighting for climate justice is a Jewish value.

• Ahavat HaGer: Love of the Other. Torah teaches us to care for the stranger, 
the poor, the widow, and the orphan, the most vulnerable among us. Climate 
change directly endangers the most vulnerable around the world and in our 
own country. Fighting for climate justice is a Jewish value.

• Tzar Ba'alei Chayyim: Care for Animals. Jewish law prohibits causing 
animals to suffe. Climate change is contributing to the sixth wave of global 
species extinction. Fighting for climate justice is a Jewish value.

• Never Again: Remembering the Shoah. We know the experience of losing 
millions of our people to violent and tragic death. Climate change endangers 
the lives of millions of people around the world, through island disappearance,
storms, war, drought, fire, and crop shortages. Fighting for climate justice is a 
Jewish value.

• Ahavat Yisrael: Love of Israel. Rising sea levels and drought directly threaten
the land of Israel and the coastal United States, where the vast majority of 
world Jews live. Fighting for climate justice is a Jewish value.

• Add your own....
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